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Curriculum Meeting 

November 29, 2017 

In Attendance:  E. Margolin, P. Critti, J. Menashe, D. Sheinin, H. McMahon, S. Braverman, N. 

Bogdanov, F. Tenenbaum, A. Honig, L. Eisenberg, C. Abolafia, N. Ogievetsky, S. Preziosi, B. Kurtz, 

C. Pritzker, M. Morgan, S. Chinnappala 

 

I-Minutes accepted as read. 

II-Curriculum Office Update: 

A-Supt Conference Day Nov 7. 

 As a result of decisions made by the district PD committee, the day was balanced between 

Ed Camp and a more traditional structure in order to meet the needs of all faculty members. 

 A.M. sessions were held at the high school and were a combination of pre-planned 

workshops and ideas introduced that day. Padlet, an on-line collaboration board was used 

to brainstorm ideas. Prior to Nov 7, this allowed staff to come up with ideas for workshops 

they would want to attend and the names of faculty who would volunteer to facilitate at 

specific sessions. 

 P.M. sessions were held at the individual home schools. 

 Amanda Kavanagh set up Padlet for the district. 

B-Amanda Kavanagh led a team to the Long Island Tech Summit where two Ogden teachers 

presented.  

C-Education Policy Fellowship Program with Teachers College (Columbia) 

 Dr Secaur is participating as a fellow and will share information as it comes his way. 

In Oct he attended a two-day trip to Gettysburg and the War College in Pa on strategic 

leadership and communication.  

In March he will attend a 4 day conference in D.C. to discuss issues related to education today. 

        D-Math Committee Meeting-  

 Mark Updated the team about a recent meeting. 

 A parent voiced a concern about the double accelerated program and Dr. Secaur stated that 

Ms. Fennessy has been working on the curriculum and addressing gaps.  She will continue to 

monitor it.  
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III- ELA update 

Michelle Hochhauser, P-12 chair addressed the group.  

 We are trying not to overemphasize the importance of standardized test scores but we need to 

be aware of needs of individual teachers whose students’ scores are much lower than student 

scores of other teachers’ classes. Some teachers have been switched in and out of AP classes 

and test results seem to be better. 

 FECC is using TC and Fundations for which there is ongoing PD; ENL teachers are also using TC 

model. Teachers are integrating technology. There are additional resources for struggling 

students. More rhyming units of study are being incorporated. There is “purposeful play” in the 

pre-k whereby literacy is embedded in play activities.  

 HES and Ogden are using TC. PD is extensive. Explicit grammar instruction is embedded into the 

reading and writing programs. 5th grade is departmentalized. Technology is incorporated into 

lessons. AIS is provided for struggling students. Cursive writing is introduced in third grade. The 

goal is exposure and proficiency, not mastery. In 4th grade it is incorporated wherever possible. 

 WMS is using TC and PD is extensive. Grammar is stressed in all curriculum areas. Creative projects 

and technology is incorporated. It is the second year of the school newspaper. Book clubs and 

whole class novel units are included. Cursive writing is introduced in the Interdisciplinary classes 

for those who did not learn it in the elementary schools. Some cursive writing instruction in Home 

and Careers as well. 6th grade created picture books on social issues that were geared for grades 

k and 1. They went to FECC to share them. Author of Long Walk to Water will return for another 

project. 

 Hewlett High School has a school newspaper. Non-credit bearing support classes are offered. 

There are many AP and college level courses offered that are well-enrolled. There are many 

electives in theater and journalism. More non-fiction texts are being used. Argument writing is 

taught (needed for Regents). “Operation Success” offers before and after school support. There 

is also a recently hired teacher assistant that comes into certain classes to offer support as well 

as writing lab periods 3-9.  

o AP Capstone is relatively well-registered although there is now a 10H class. First year 

course final project requires a video submission which is rated by 5 outsiders. The 10th 

grade class can be used in lieu of 10th grade English course. 10th graders can take the AP 

test but whether or not they receive college credit is determined by the college they 

decide to attend.  The 10th grade course can be taken in 12th grade as an elective. 

o In 11th grade Capstone Research is only an elective and cannot replace the English course 

because of Regents connection. It is the 3rd year the course is being offered and follows a 

curriculum strictly set by College Board. Students may also choose to take this course in 

12th grade. 

Parent Concern: How many AP classes should a student be permitted to take. Are we 

overtaxing and stressing out our students?  
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IV-Potential data breach-Happened at the end of October and involved the potential exposure of some 

personal information about some students. It was not an error made by our IT dept. A third party 

computer forensics company was hired to assist in the investigation. Parents of any students involved 

were notified although this was not required by law. Process was a lengthy one. 

V-Parent Concerns: 

 Summer Reading List-Not enough copies of the books available at the end of the summer. Some 

of the selections are very difficult and required tasks are equally difficult. A parent asked who 

determines the book list and why different buildings do different things? A parent felt that some 

books are not on the appropriate grade level and are very depressing. Another parent felt the 

activities are not coherent with the books on the list. Another parent reported that some teachers 

are not checking the summer tasks in Sept. Therefore, why should student do the readings? 

 Dr. Secaur and Ms. Hochhuser assured the group that the issues will be raised with building 

principals ASAP and will be resolved for Summer 2018. 

• Peer reviews: After Dr. Secaur left the meeting, parents raised concerns about students providing 

feedback to one another about writing pieces. Parents wanted to know the purpose of peer 

reviews. Peer review can been done in different points of the writing process. Initially, when 

students work with writing partners, it allows them to collect and organize their thoughts as they 

begin to draft. It often helps them to “talk it through” before writing. In other cases, students 

offered compliments about the writing during writing celebrations. However, in some cases 

students were giving each other "suggestions" about how they could improve their writing. Some 

parents felt the suggestions were too critical or redundant and worried that it could stifle their 

child's desire to write. One child also felt picked on because more than one student made the 

same "critical" comment. They felt this practice, if not monitored could lead to bullying. Ms. 

Hochhauser said that she would discuss peer editing during next grade level/ department 

meetings to make sure teachers were providing guidelines and protocols for peer conferences. 

She will also address the idea that not all students want to share all writing pieces with peers. 

There was also a concern about sharing personal narratives 

Next Meeting: Jan 24- Phys Ed and Athletics- Breakfast will be served compliments of C and I. 

 


